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mitment of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and
private prayers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display
the flag of the United States and to encourage and participate in patri-
otic activities in their communities. I invite civic and fraternal organi-
zations, places of worship, schools, businesses, unions, and the media
to support this national observance with suitable commemorative ex-
pressions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6846 of November 1, 1995
National Adoption Month, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For many people across the United States, adoption provides a means
for building and strengthening families. It places children into loving,
permanent homes where they can flourish and grow up to become
happy, healthy, productive members of our national community.
Adoption also enables adults to experience the unique joys of parent-
hood.

As many as 70,000 children in America’s foster care system may need
adoptive families in the next few years—young people of all ages and
backgrounds who, for whatever reason, cannot return to their original
homes. Many, but not all, are children with special needs. These young
people long for the same affection, security, and stability that most of
us take for granted, yet too many have waited—and will continue to
wait—for years to be adopted.

My Administration has taken important actions to encourage adoption
and to support the wonderful families that choose to open their hearts
and homes to waiting children. The Multiethnic Placement Act, which
I signed into law in October 1994, helps to facilitate adoption for all
children and families, regardless of their race or ethnic origin. We will
continue to champion and improve programs that break down barriers
to adoption through aggressive recruitment of families, financial aid to
support placements, and technical assistance to agencies committed to
special needs adoption.

As we observe National Adoption Month, we celebrate these achieve-
ments and recognize the rewards of adoption, but we must also remem-
ber that much work remains to be done. Citizens from all communities
and organizations from the public and private sectors must join to-
gether to renew our commitment to finding permanent homes for each
one of America’s children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November
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1995, as National Adoption Month. I urge the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate activities and programs
and to participate in efforts to find permanent homes for waiting chil-
dren.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6847 of November 2, 1995
National American Indian Heritage Month, 1995

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

November is traditionally the season for thanksgiving in America, the
time when we reflect on the abundance with which we have been
blessed. It is especially fitting, then, that we set aside this month to
pause and reflect on the many gifts bestowed on our land and our her-
itage by American Indians and Alaska Natives.

American Indians have a great reverence for the earth and its bounty,
and they generously shared their knowledge and their food with the
early European settlers in our country. We still enjoy that harvest
today, with an agricultural industry that supports America and the
world with the corn, potatoes, beans, cotton, and countless other crops
first cultivated on this continent by American Indians.

A second and equally precious gift is that of courage. American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives have fought and died for the United States of
America in time of war, answering the call to service to defend our
freedoms. The Navajo, Lakota, and Dakota Codetalkers were crucial to
our victory in the Pacific during World War II, and it was a Pima In-
dian, Ira Hayes, who helped to raise the American flag on Iwo Jima.
They and so many others have endured separation, hardship, and sac-
rifice so that the world might know peace.

The gift of wisdom is one that our society has struggled to learn. Living
in harmony with nature instead of seeking domination, American Indi-
ans have shown us how to be responsible for our environment, to
treasure the beauty and resources of the land and water for which we
are stewards, and to preserve them for the generations who will come
after us. They have taught us as well the value of sharing, of recogniz-
ing that there must be room at America’s table for all her peoples.

American Indians and Alaska Natives have made invaluable contribu-
tions to our common heritage; in every field of human endeavor, from
the arts, sciences, and humanities to politics, religion, and public serv-
ice, they have added immeasurably to the strength of our civilization.

As we celebrate National American Indian Heritage Month, we give
thanks for these contributions and acknowledge the special legal rela-
tionship that exists between the tribes and the Government of the Unit-
ed States of America.
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